
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF JUNE 15, 2020 
 
The Commissioner Work Session of June 15, 2020 meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m.  
The meeting was held via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of Public Meetings was 
read by the Administrator.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko 
and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor, and 
Borough Clerk. 
 
There were no public comments made at this time. 
 
The following members from the Haddonfield Adult School joined the meeting to discuss 
their request to be covered under the Borough’s insurance:  Mary Nosek, Dina O’Connor, 
Trevor Miller, Paul Coty, and Jack Tarditi.  The Administrator provided a brief history of this 
request and noted that to be covered under the Borough’s insurance they would have 
to be considered a quasi-borough entity.  Ms. Nosek reviewed what the Adult School had 
done since the Board of Education (BOE) gave them notice that they wished to 
discontinue the association:  applied for 501(3)(c) status, established an EIN number, and 
they are searching for insurance coverage.  They have cancelled their summer classes 
because they would not be able to request room use through the BOE without insurance.  
Mayor Rochford asked if they had established an independent bank account as well 
and what they expected for the future of the school.  Ms. Nosek indicated that they were 
in the final stages of getting the bank account completed.  As for the future, they would 
like to continue the same as they have done in the past.  They would change out classes 
as interests changed.  She noted that they had been able to sustain the school without 
outside help in the past.  At the prompting of the Mayor, Trevor Miller, the Director of 
Operations, stated that the school is run off a cell phone number and a lap top, and they 
now use a Post Office box for their mail, therefore their base of operations is mobile.  
Additionally, their website is set up to use “Bookwhen” for class scheduling, as well as 
PayPal for payments.  It was noted that the BOE had been concerned about receipts 
and the reporting of those types of payments.  In response to the Mayor’s question, Ms. 
Nosek confirmed that they are asking the Borough for insurance coverage.  
Commissioner Kasko asked how the insurance was handled in the past.  Mr. Tarditi stated 
that the Adult School had been considered a part of the BOE, but after the last audit it 
was determined that they were not.  If they had been under the control of the BOE then 
this would not have been an issue.  Therefore, it is imperative that the Adult School be 
under the control of the Borough or the BOE to be covered by either of their insurances.  
He suggested that the Adult School could be handled in the same manner as the library, 
which would then be sufficient for the Camden County JIF.  The discussions then centered 
around what the necessary insurance would cost if the Adult School stayed as a stand-
alone entity.  It was noted that the current information received from insurance 
companies is that each class would have to be covered individually.  Mayor Rochford 
stated that the Maplewood, NJ Adult School is considered a stand-alone entity and is 
able to get insurance.  Ms. Nosek pointed out that their program is much more substantial 
than what Haddonfield has, or are interested in having.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 
noted that she has worked with non-profits who have their own insurance and suggested 
talking with some of them for ideas.  Mr. Tarditi noted that those non-profits are much 
bigger in size.  He then talked about the benefits to our community to have this Adult 
School continue.  If the school is to be a part of the Borough or the BOE then the Director 



of Operations would need to become at least a part-time employee for either of those 
entities.  The Borough Solicitor commented that private schools are able to obtain 
insurance, so he finds it surprising that the Adult School isn’t able to.  Mr. Tarditi replied 
that he felt they would eventually find someone willing to insure them, but it may end up 
being cost prohibitive.  Commissioner Kasko asked how much it would cost the Borough 
to cover the them under our insurance and would the Adult School be able to cover that 
cost increase.  Adam Sangillo, BOE President, joined the meeting to stated that he had 
asked their JIF about including the Adult School and he was told they it was not in line 
with their purpose.  He also noted that he had some insurance cost information from other 
areas that he would share with the Borough.  Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, asked if the 
Adult School could be run through the Library with a part-time borough employee.  Mr. 
Tarditi noted that the Audubon, Haddon and Burlington Adult Schools were all covered.  
Mr. Sangillo and Mr. Tarditi then discussed the BOE involvement with the Adult School.  
Ms. Nosek stated that the Adult School is looking for insurance and they are open to 
various ideas on how to obtain such.  The Borough Administrator noted that there would 
be questions before going with the JIF.  She also talked about the type of control that she 
would feel are necessary beyond just the insurance aspect.  Dina O’Connor provided a 
brief overview of what and where they have explored to solve this issue.  She stated that 
going on their own is not their first choice.  Mayor Rochford asked what is needed to 
move forward with this issue.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that the Borough did 
not need to jump into this immediately; that there was still time to research the issue more.  
She would need cost information before she could make any decision.  The Administrator 
advised that she would reach out to the Camden County JIF for details.  Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich indicated that she would reach out to private insurers to gather more 
information.  Ms. Nosek stated that she would get more information on the 501(3)(c) 
aspect as well.  They would then be able to explain in more detail about how they worked 
as a school.  The Administrator suggested meeting again in a month.  Ms. Nosek 
questioned whether or not they would be able to offer a fall schedule at that point.  
Mayor Rochford asked how far in advance they need to start working on a schedule.  
Mr. Miller replied that if they had insurance he felt they could move forward.  Space at 
the school could be requested in July/mid-August and they could probably get an 
abbreviated schedule put together.  The Borough Solicitor asked if the Adult School had 
looked into having their classes entirely online.  It was noted that due to some of the 
topics it was more difficult to set those up.  The members of the Adult School left the 
meeting at 7:24 p.m. 
 
The Borough Administrator then reviewed a request from the Haddonfield Lions Club to 
put an eyeglass recycling collection receptacle in Kings Court.  The location they that 
they have suggested is next to the door for the Information Center.  The Commissioners 
reviewed the photos showing that location and one at the entrance to Kings Court next 
to Country Way Bridal.  Various other locations were mentioned: behind and in front of 
Borough Hall, by the Library, and by the Post Office.  Commissioner Kasko stated that the 
one by the Acme is in an obscure location and pointed out that what they are looking 
for is convenience and visibility.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich agreed.  The Administrator 
noted that if this is allowed in Kings Court then we are potentially opening ourselves up 
for other such uses by other town organizations.  Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich both suggested a trial, or temporary basis.  Mayor Rochford asked about 
the aesthetics of the collection “box”.  If it was something that would be unappealing 



then he did not want it in Kings Court.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich indicated that the 
Commissioners could offer alternative sites to see what the Lions Club thinks and 
Commissioner Kasko stated that maintenance would have to be a requirement.  The 
Borough Administrator suggested that for visibility purposes the unit could be put either 
next to Country way Bridal or possibly back by Gracie’s.  Commissioners Kasko and 
Bianco Bezich agreed, with Mayor Rochford stating he did not want it in Kings Court. 
 
Next, the Commissioners reviewed reopening various areas in town.  The first item 
discussed was the free parking.  The following members from the Partnership for 
Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) joined the meeting at this time:  Remi Fortunato, Kathy Gold, 
Arlene Fiorilli and Susan Hodges.  Ms. Fortunato stated that the businesses were asking for 
free parking to continue through the summer.  Mayor Rochford asked how they 
expected the Borough to make up for that lost revenue.  The idea of doing this as a 
gesture of good-will was mentioned.  The Administrator suggested that if the Borough was 
to keep the free parking now, then maybe they could take away the free parking in 
December.  Ms. Fortunato replied that this would not be an option for the businesses.  
Mayor Rochford asked what they expected to gain from free parking continuing through 
the summer.  Ms. Fortunato replied that this would show good-will to the residents and 
customers.  The Mayor pointed out the issues that have arisen from free parking; i.e. 
employees and store owners parking all day on Kings Highway, which does not show 
good will on the part of the businesses.  Ms. Fortunato asked if could then be extended 
to the July 4th weekend.  She also reviewed the various businesses that have talked to her 
about continuing the free parking.  Then suggested that maybe the free parking in 
December could be limited to a two-hour window only, although she understood that 
this would be difficult to enforce.  The Administrator noted that the Borough has lost 
approximately $54,000 in revenue from parking and indicated that an additional three 
(3) weeks could be roughly an additional $14,000.  Commissioner Kasko stated that he 
knows this would be a good gesture, but he did not feel that a 25 cent or $1 cost would 
stop people from shopping.  He is concerned about lost revenues and feels that parking 
fees should start again in July.  Ms. Gold suggested starting this the Monday after the 
Independence Day weekend, stating that this would be a nice visual for the town.  The 
Commissioners discussed the possibility of starting July 1st or July 6th.  Mayor Rochford 
noted that other towns also charge for evenings and weekends and questioned if the 
Borough should expand our timeframes.  Ms. Fortunato replied that it is a plus that we do 
not charge during those times.  The Mayor then asked what PfH’s position would be on 
raising the current rates.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich indicated that could be brought 
to the PfH Board.  The Administrator advised that this would have to be looked at since 
we are looking into upgrading the meters next year.  The Commissioners agreed to going 
back to charging for parking on July 1st. 
 
The next item discussed under reopening strategies was a request from the landlords for 
both the brewery and the winery retail outlet to close Mechanic Street from Kings 
Highway to the end of the Brewery property, which is right before the cooking store.  They 
are suggesting to keep the sidewalk along Jack Leonard’s building open for pedestrians.  
The want to block off the rest, provide tables and chairs that are six feet apart.  
Additionally, they would take care of cleaning the tables and even suggesting that they 
will bring in landscape materials to make it look nice.  The suggestion is for Saturday 
morning to Sunday night every weekend.  It is their thought that this could be a 



community gathering place, all done while social distancing as required.  It is believed 
that people would pick up food from the restaurants and bring it to this location.  The 
Administrator advised that her initial response to the request was that it is an interesting 
idea, but that she wasn’t sure if right now was the appropriate time during the recovery 
process.  The landlords for these two buildings, as well as the owners for the Brewery and 
the winery outlet joined the meeting at this time; Bob Hochgertel, Mitch Gorshin, Rich 
Heritage and Scott Leonard.  Mr. Hochgertel noted that this has been an idea that has 
been kicked around for a long time now.  He is willing to help fund the endeavor, which 
he feels the whole town could benefit from.  The Borough Solicitor asked how long the 
Alcohol Beverage Control Commission (ABC) will be allowing alcohol outside like this due 
to the COVID-19 restrictions.  Mr. Hochgertel replied that this is allowed until November.  
He then pointed out that this could be used by all the residents beyond November.  
However, for now the request is about rebounding.  Mr. Heritage stated that he agreed 
with Mr. Hochgertel.  Right now we can expect only 25-50% indoor use to be allowed and 
this would help increase that percentage.  This would be a communal space and in 
approving such a use it would show an effort of the town to help their businesses.  Possible 
effects of this on the cooking school, as well as the cigar store were discussed.  Mr. Gorshin 
stated that he feels this is a great opportunity.  Additionally, it could help with the problem 
of kids on bicycles on Mechanic Street.  Mayor Rochford confirmed that the request was 
for Saturday through Sunday.  Mr. Hochgertel replied affirmatively and noted that 
Monday morning the area would return to normal.  Next, he talked about the number of 
tables that could potentially be put into this area.  The Administrator questioned what 
would be done when people started pulling the tables together and are then in groups 
that are larger than allowed.  Commissioner Kasko stated that he did not want 
Haddonfield to be an experiment.  Mr. Gorshin replied that he, the brewery and the 
winery outlet could marshal the space since these businesses would be open during the 
timeframe that the street would be closed down.  He finished by stating that this would 
be a great place to have for the weekends.  Mr. Hochgertel indicated that spacing could 
be forced through the landscaping used.  Commissioner Kasko asked when the group 
would like to be able to start having this done.  Mr. Hochgertel replied that they would 
love to have it for the July 4th weekend, but he understood that it would be a lot of work 
to be ready by then.  Commissioner Kasko indicated that he would be open for a trial 
period in July and then see what needed to be changed or tweaked.  Mayor Rochford 
suggested allowing to the end of August and then revisit the request for the fall.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that during a different time she would most likely 
approve such a request, but not now.  We are not yet out of the woods with COVID-19 
and then reviewed her concerns.  On a practical perspective this is a great idea.  She 
then commented on whether or not other businesses would benefit from the endeavor.  
It was noted that there are residential units on Mechanic Street as well and asked if 
anyone had talked to them.  She has talked to the County about the possibility of 
opening up Kings Highway as well.  Mr. Leonard stated that he understood the safety 
issues involved and noted that there are three (3) businesses here trying to help each 
other out, which is great.  He further noted that there are other locations that something 
like this could be done:  Haddy Lane, Kings Court, by the Fire House, the Indian King 
Tavern, etc.  Mr. Hochgertel stated that he has been seeing people congregating since 
day one and feels that this could help manage the situation.  Mr. Gorshin stated that if 
this is done right it could become the posterchild for how it should be done.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich asked if there would be a bouncer and asked if there was 



a space plan available.  She was not sure if the Borough could show that we are not 
promoting congregating adults.  How would a head count for this area be done; what is 
the capacity?  Mr. Gorshin suggested that everyone would be required to have a chair.  
The Administrator suggested letting the Commissioners work on some of the issues and 
discuss again at the next work session.  The Mayor talked about moving forward now.  
The concept was discussed in more general terms and the Commissioners agreed to 
have the Administrator work with Mr. Hochgertel to see if the issues could be dealt with.  
Mr. Gorshin, Mr. Heritage, Mr. Leonard and Mr. Hochgertel left the meeting at 8:25 p.m. 
 
The Administrator then advised the Commissioners that she had received a request to 
put the tables and chairs back into Kings Court.  Additionally, there are two restaurants 
that will be using two of the center sections for their outdoor dining.  Concerns were 
expressed about how the use of these tables would be monitored.  The Commissioners 
agreed to have these tables and chairs, as well as any benches that were removed, 
returned to Kings Court.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stipulated that they would have to 
be able to maintain the social distancing requirements when in use. 
 
A request from the Farmer’s Market to transition to a walk-up market without pre-orders 
was then reviewed.  Mayor Rochford asked if there were any guidelines for this activity.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich believed it would be under the County Board of Heath’s 
jurisdiction, but she would check.  The Commissioners agreed to the request as long as 
the proper social distancing guidelines were followed.   
 
The Commissioners were advised that yard sales have been approved through Executive 
Order No. 152 and agreed that they could be allowed in town, again as long as all 
regulations are being followed. 
 
Next, two requests for block parties on July 4th were reviewed.  Mayor Rochford asked if 
there were specific guidelines from the State on these types of events.  The Administrator 
reviewed the special events guidelines from the State, which indicate that non-family 
units would have to maintain six-foot distancing.  Concerns were expressed about 
authorizing such events and then a spike in the virus occurring.  Mayor Rochford noted 
that if we don’t approve these types of events, there was nothing that the Borough could 
do to stop people from gathering on their front yards.  Commissioner Kasko noted that 
this represented a quagmire for him.  These are private people and it is up to them to 
follow the guidelines.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich pointed out that the recent virus cases 
are trending towards people of a parenting age and she did not feel the Borough should 
be encouraging gatherings.  The Commissioners agreed to have the Administrator put 
together guidelines for various types of events. 
 
Before Mr. Hochgertel rejoined the meeting at 8:40 p.m. to discuss his request for the 
Commissioners to send ABC a letter showing their approved for an agreement between 
the brewery and the owner of 15-17 Mechanic Street regarding the use of a portion of 
that property for placement of additional outdoor tables, the Administrator noted that 
she would need to talk to the Fire Department regarding the closing of Mechanic Street 
for a communal seating area on the weekends as previously requested.  Mr. Hochgertel 
then explained that the property in question is currently vacant and the approval for this 
use would automatically end should it be rented.  Currently staff from the realtor near 



there are parking in those spaces during the day and they would be told that they could 
not park there between the hours of 12:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, as 
well as 12:00 p.m. to roughly 8:00 p.m. on Sundays.  Mayor Rochford asked if there would 
be someone monitoring who was drinking there.  Mr. Hochgertel replied that the space 
would be physically monitored.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich requested a copy of the 
agreement between the brewery and 15-17 Mechanic Street.  Mr. Hochgertel finished 
by noting that he would need to have formal approval by the Borough for this request to 
be approved.  He then left the meeting at 8:57 p.m. 
 
Mayor Rochford then asked when the ball fields would be opened for use.  The 
Administrator advised that the State has opened then as of June 22nd for non-contact 
sports.  She will draft something up for the Commissioners to review regarding the 
regulations.  Mayor Rochford asked who would be responsible for enforcement.  The 
Administrator replied that the Borough would not be responsible.  A draft of the 
regulations would be sent to the BOE for review as well.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 
stated that if we see that the regulations are not being followed then we should dial back 
what is allowed.  The Commissioners agreed. 
 
Commissioner Kasko suggested closing Kings Highway at some point for an evening and 
allow businesses to expand out into that area as a grand re-opening of the town.  The 
Administrator noted that Commissioner Bianco Bezich was working with the County on 
something similar.  She suggested holding such an event sometime in September.  Arlene 
Fiorilli, from PfH, stated that the Rotary Concert is still on the schedule for the September 
10th Night Market, although there will be no food trucks for the event and suggesting 
turning that into the grand re-opening.  Mayor Rochford asked if the Fine Arts & Crafts 
Festival could be rescheduled for October.  Ms. Fiorilli replied that PfH had already 
discussed this, but was told that the craft community already has other events in other 
areas that are scheduled. 
 
The Administrator then reviewed a request from one of the residents on Jobel Drive that 
the Borough look into making this a municipal street.  This came about after the approval 
of the sub-division by the Planning Board for a property there that affected the other 
residents.  She noted that typically the designation of a private lane means that the 
Borough would not do any road repairs, although we do clear snow and pick up trash 
on that street.  She also noted that it is a one lane road.  There is no benefit to the town 
to take over the street and reminded the Commissioners that the Borough has refused to 
take over other private roads in the past.  Commissioner Kasko indicated that more 
information was needed before making a decision.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich asked 
about the age of the homes there, to which the Administrator advised that everyone 
living on that street knew before moving there that this was a private lane.  Commissioner 
Kasko suggested that he or the Administrator respond noting that there are serious 
questions regarding the request.  The Commissioners agreed. 
 
The Commissioners agreed that the board vacancies would be discussed in closed 
session. 
 
The June 23rd meeting agenda was then reviewed.  The resolution authorizing the PfH 
August Sidewalk Sale was discussed.  It was agreed to leave it on the agenda until after 



the PfH Marketing Meeting being held the next morning.  Commissioner Kasko asked if 
the Bancroft Request for Proposal (RFP) was be added.  The Administrator advised that it 
would not.  No changes were made to the agenda at this time. 
 
The Commissioners agreed to wait until after the PfH Marketing Meeting the next morning 
to make any decisions on the list of events they still have on their schedule for the 
remainder of the year. 
 
A draft of the 2020 Borough Budget was presented to the Commissioners.  The 
Administrator advised that this budget provides for a one-half penny increase per 
hundred dollars for each household.  She then reviewed the capital items currently in the 
budget and asked the Commissioners for their decisions on what should be included.  
She noted that she would like to be able to introduce an ordinance at the June 23rd 
meeting for the capital projects. 
 
The meeting was then opened for public comments. 
 
Mr. Hess asked if the Commissioners had approved the walk-up plan for the Farmer’s 
Market.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied affirmatively, then reviewed that there 
would be restrictions based on the Governor’s Executive Orders.  Mr. Hess then asked the 
Commissioners to revisit the previous request from the residents on Potter/Ellis Street for 
the Borough to take over the street behind their houses that goes down to the Mt. Pisgah 
Church.  He then asked for an update on the lowering of the number of affordable 
housing units on the Snowden Avenue site.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that they 
are focusing on purchasing other sites rather than renting.  The Administrator noted that 
she has reached out to Fair Share Housing Corp (FSHC) asking for an extension on the 
July 1st deadline to lock-in the number of units that will be built at the Snowden Avenue 
site.  Mr. Hess then asked about the cameras outside of Borough Hall and questioned 
what they actually pick up.  The Administrator reviewed where these cameras were 
located and noted that they do not pick up license plates.  He then asked what the rules 
were for about how the police could access these cameras.  The Borough Solicitor stated 
there are none, and there are no expectations of privacy.  Mr. Hess asked if an officer 
would be able to review the recordings for no real reason.  The Administrator advised 
that there are Administrative Controls that would prevent that type of use. 
 
At 9:57 p.m. Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss land 
acquisitions for affordable housing, as well as board vacancies and negotiations 
regarding the Bancroft RFP.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Kasko and 
approved unanimously. 
 
The Commissioners returned from closed session at 10:59 p.m., where the motion included 
adjourning the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


